
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 10, 2022 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this tenth 

day of January, 2022.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, 

Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County 

Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, 

County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Brown reported that the annual TRT revenues are up this year, and they continue 

to increase as the hotels in the County are keeping busy.  He also reported that the Health 

Department is busy administering vaccines and boosters to all those in the County wishing to be 

vaccinated.  He then reported that the ATV Jamboree registration opens online next week, noting 

that it generally fills up quickly as people want to come to the area for the scenery and enjoy our 

trails. 

 

Commissioner Johnson reported on an organizational Farm Bureau Meeting he had attended last 

week.  He indicated they have a Public Lands Council that they have established, and they are 

hoping for a County representative on that Committee. 

 

Kari Ure, USU Extension County Director, introduced some new people including:  Aarika 

Viula, the new Create Better Health Embassador funded by USDA to promote nutrition and 

physical activity education to low-income youth and adults, Jennifer Rodriguez, an intern in the 

Home and Community Program to help with various Extension projects, and Dixie Farnsworth, 

an unpaid 4-H Intern who will focus on high schools and career readiness.  The Commission 

thanked Ms. Ure for the work she is doing. 

 

Minutes of December 13th Commission and December 20th Special Meetings approved: 

Minutes of the December 13th Commission Meeting and the December 20th Special Commission 

Meeting were reviewed and approved as corrected on a motion by Commissioner Johnson, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  

 

Payment Approval Report for December approved: 

The Payment Approval Report for December was then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Brown, second by Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Appointments made to various Districts and Boards: 

The Commission then reviewed the various Districts and Boards that needed to be approved.  

Executive Director Malcolm Nash indicated Mark Alger, Mark Blake, Michelle Jolley, and 

Norlen Dalton  had all agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Economic Development Board.  

The Commissioners also noted that Dale Eyre and LeighAnn Wheeler were both listed on the 

Accident Review Board, and recommended replacing them with Casey Jewkes and Craig Blake.  

After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the appointements as listed above, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 
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Beer License Renewals approved: 

The Commission then reviewed requests to renew the Beer Licenses for Wind River Petroleum 

and Big Rock Candy Mountain Resort.  The Commission noted that both requests had been 

signed by the Sheriff.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Beer 

License Renewal Requests, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Bids for Water Shares opened: 

The Commission then opened bids for rental of the Richfield Irrigation Canal water shares and 

Piute Reservoir & Irrigation Company water shares that the County owns as had been advertised.  

One bid was received from Garn Christensen for $86 per acre foot for the 15 Shares of Richfield 

Irrigation Water.  Discussion followed concerning whether or not the payment should be per 

share or per acre foot, the difference between a share and an acre foot depending on the amount 

of rainfall, etc., and that rental per acre foot would be a more fair assessment of the water that is 

available for use.  After discussion, it was noted that there were no bids for the Piute Reservoir & 

Irrigation Company water shares.  Commissioner Johnson moved to accept the bid from Garn 

Christensen for the 15 shares of Richfield Irrigation Water of $86 per acre foot, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous.       

 

Board of Equalization convened for Greenbelt Appeal on parcel 4-98-7: 

The Commission then convened the Board of Equalization to hear an appeal from Duke Bastian 

concerning the removal of parcel 4-98-67 from greenbelt status and the resulting rollback taxes 

on the parcel.  Mr. Bastian reported on the process from his viewpoint of the things that 

happened and why the change was made.  He said that the property was removed from greenbelt 

due to lack of production, noting that due to the drought he did not have water for the parcel so 

he has not been able to produce anything.  He indicated that in 2018 he did grow hay on the 

property and grazed some cows, and in 2019 he sprayed it early and killed the ground so there 

was no production, and in 2020 he planted wheat grass, but did not have water for it to grow.  He 

said he had a few cows on the land in 2020 and in 2021, but not anymore as there is very little 

production on the property.  He felt that he had tried to produce on it and keep it farming and 

planted wheat grass last fall as well.  Genette Williams, Deputy Assessor, reported that the issue 

arose in 2020 when a re-finance changed the name on the parcel slightly which required an 

updated greenbelt application which was not returned.  She asked the State to do an audit on the 

property as in her research there had only been production on 3.5 acres on the parcel and not the 

entire 5 acres, which would invalidate the greenbelt designation.  Brady Kelsey, FAA Specialist 

of the State Tax Commission, performed the audit on the parcel and explained the process he had 

worked with Mr. Bastian on to try to keep the property on greenbelt.  Mr. Kelsey noted that he 

understood the drought situation but noted there has not been any change on the parcel in the last 

couple of years and it still does not meet the qualifications for the greenbelt status.  Mr. Kelsey 

noted that Mr. Bastian had signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the State Tax 

Commission to take certain steps to proof up the property which Mr. Bastian did not follow 

through and do.   He said for that reason they have pulled the property out of greenbelt status and 

charged Mr. Bastian with the rollback taxes. Mr. Kelsey indicated that it is difficult to keep 

smaller parcels producing and meeting the greenbelt standards.  Additional discussion followed 

concerning the drought, the timeline, and what had or had not been done.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to deny the appeal of Mr. Bastian because he had signed the 
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Memorandum of Understanding and had not followed through on that, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Ogden then stated it was commendable that there had been some discussion 

between Mr. Bastian, the Assessor’s Office, and the State Tax Commission and lauded their 

willingness to communicate and work through things.     

The regular meeting then resumed. 

 

Agreement with Marvin Bagley for Right of Way property approved: 

Lyndon Friant and McClain Farmer of Jones & DeMille Engineering then reviewed with the 

Commission the proposed land exchange between Sevier County and Marvin Bagley that would 

provide a right-of-way for future roadway construction on 1300 South from Walmart east to the 

Annabella Road.  Discussion followed concerning the right of way needed, that there had been 

discussion of exchanging 20 acres of parcel 5-114-8 near Koosharem to Marvin Bagley for the 

5.34 acres of parcel 4-226-1 needed for the project.  After discussion, noting that if the land 

exchange was approved there would be a quit claim deed provided in the future between the 

owners, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the agreement with Marvin Bagley and 

authorize Commissioner Ogden to sign the quit-claim deed at the time of exchange, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding with RPLCC and Robert Weidner approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the Memorandum of Agreement between Sevier County and the 

Rural Public Lands County Council to provide for Robert W. Weidner as a lobbyist in 

Washington D.C.  It was noted that Mr. Weidner has been instrumental in helping Congress 

understand issues dealing with rural Utah.  After noting that the Agreement had been in place for 

several years, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement and authorize the payment 

of $16,000 to Mr. Weidner, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Greenbelt Rollback Refund on parcel 5-24-56 approved: 

Genette Williams, Deputy Assessor, then discussed a rollback that had been charged to Shane 

and Kristina Okerlund.  She said they had paid the rollback and were going to take the parcel out 

of greenbelt, however, in the time frame that they had to proof up on the property, Mr. Okerlund 

had been operating on a contiguous property that they had decided to purchase which would 

enable them to keep both parcels on greenbelt.  She was recommending a refund of the rollback 

that he had paid in the amount of $1,594.56.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

approve the refund as recommended, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Redhawk Ranch Subdivision approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a proposed Redhawk Ranch Subdivision, a five-lot subdivision.  

Recorder Jason Monroe indicated he had worked on this, noting that the property does have a 

County Roadway along one side allowing access to each lot.  It was also noted that the 

subdivision had been through the Planning Commission and they were recommending approval.  

Discussion followed concerning the possible need for fire suppression in each home, and Zoning 

Administrator Jason Mackelprang noted that our ordinance does not require fire suppression in 

each home, and that each home would have its own well.  After discussion, Commissioner 
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Brown moved to approve the Redhawk Ranch Subdivision, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Items Declared Surplus, Authorized for Disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus personal property items, noting that some would 

be disposed and some would be stored for a future sale.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to declare the items as surplus and authorize their disposal as indicated, second 

Commissioner Brown.   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 

 

 
 


